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   I have been a Judge for USA Archery for approximately 15 years. During this 
time I have had the pleasure of participating as a Judge for all phases of our 
archery events. Indoor Nationals, Collegiate Nationals and Regionals, Outdoor 
Target and JOAD Nationals, USAT Tournaments and Olympic Trials. As a 
Continental and World Archery Judge Candidate I have been able to extend this 
experience to an International level and gain even greater understanding of what 
Judges are expected to know, how to apply this knowledge, and how to handle 
the unexpected and always interesting situations that come up at tournaments.  
  The challenge for our USA Archery Judges now has a number of points which I 
would like to address, with the goal always being a group which is getting better, 
more informed, and professional in not only the application of the rules, but also 
in the spirit in which they should be applied. So some discussion points…. 
 

1) Education of existing Judges pool. While many of our rules remain constant, 
we have had numerous changes, updates, and rules interpretations that 
occur annually from World Archery, whose rule book is our standard. This 
new information is already available on USA and World Archery’s website, 
but how do we make sure that our judges are reading this material and 
understanding it?  

2) Recruiting the younger generation. OK, lets’ all admit it, our judging pool is 
getting older. We have to get the younger people in our sport involved in 
judging, but how do we do this?  

3) Feedback from the Judges who work the tournaments. Perhaps give all the 
judges a chance to comment and express ideas after tournaments. What 
are common issues that you see while on the field? What can be better? 
How do we improve in our job and make the athletes more confident in our 
abilities? 

 
  So in general terms that is my platform, education, recruitment, information 
gathering and sharing. I do have ideas about all these issues, but I do not have all 
the answers. Looking forward to some great idea sharing, problem solving and as 
an end game making our USA Archery judges some of the best in the World. 
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